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f ACCOUNT OF THE
Escape

from Newgate,

Re-Capture, “and

|

CONFESSION

Efenry Williams «/« ¥ hitehead,

A noted Burglar, who escaped from the” Condenned Cell. and after being absent nearly Five Weeks,
was Re-Captured for another Burglary in Hampslivre.  To whick is acdded a Copy of his
PETITION TO THIE KING TO SPARE HIS LIFE,

HENRY WILLIAMS, alias WHITEHEA D, is a sweep by trade, On
the 20th of January, 1830, he, accompaned by another beld villain lile himself, went down
to Exeter, where they mirived about 9 o'clock in the evening of the next day, and then se-
creted themselves in the hedges on the north side of the plain until 11 o’clock, when, think-
ing it time for business, they went cantiously along a path that led to farmer Jenkinson's
dwelling house, and, by means of a water pipe that ran up the side of the house, which was
about two story high, Williams climbed to the voof, when, going to the back, he got in at
the parapet through the ostler’s bed room window, who was fast asleep, and after pulling off
his shoes, went down staivs and let his accompliee inat the front door. They took several
articles, but they were far from finding any thing as they considered sufficient to recompence
them forso long a journey ; but however, to muke up for it, for being done out of their ‘ swag’
as they termed’it, they divested themselves of their worn out apparel, and adorned their per-
sons with a superior bit of cloth, which they discovered ingome drawers, in the shape of two
new suits of clothes. A reward of Fifty pounds was offéted by the town eouncil, but of no
avail, and the world would never have known the robbers, had not Williams confessed to it
at Hatton Garden, when he was in custody for robbing the School at Highbury, and for which
he was tried at Newgate, and sentenced to death.

“I'he maoner in whicli Whitehead affected his escape was ns follows .—Himsell, and a man of the name of Selli-
van, who was found guilty of cutting and muniming, where the only persens then under sentence of Death. A liule
after 6 o'clock on Friday evening, July 22, while Sullivan was in the cell assigned to capital convicts, Whitehead, in
weep fashion, worked himself up the wall of the yard, in which he was permitied 1o walk for a time, by working with
hig hands, koees, and back, in one of the comers, and which is composed of the same rough stone as the side fronting
the street, but the joints more indented ; when arrived at the top, he descended to the turnkey’s private yard, where,
there was no one to molest him, and he proceeded into the lobby ; here be bad to surmount a great dfficulty, but ba-
ing possessed of very great presence of mind, he overhauled several boxes belonging to the turnkeys, where he found
a fine cirenlar saw, with which he entin a few moments the hinges of the door, and by that means arrived at the outer
wall, which he surmounted as before; he then climbed fo the roofs of the houses in Warwick Lane, where b found a
skylight open, this hafprefered to a chimuey, to which he wounld no doubt have resorted, had not such a tempting op-
portunity offered itself, and through which he popped, to the great astopishment of a feriale, who was sitting at needle-
work, and who thought it was all over with her,  ‘Lord have merey upon us,’ cried she. ‘Amen. said Whitehead,
« for nobody will have mercy upon me, if you and he dont” * Ob dear| oh dear!” saia she, still more terrified, * where
do you come from? ' Why, from Newgate, to he sure! said he, ‘ where clse could I eome from? aud if 1 staid there,
ﬂi;ey‘-d hang o, that's all.” The woman started back, and Whitohead started forward, and soon found his way into
the street.

A communication having reached the Lord Mayor, stating that Henry Williams, who made his escape from the
Capital Conviets’ yard in Newgate, had been apprehiended and lodged iv Winchester gaol for a Burglary at [.ejrmin.ﬁ\-
ton, in Hampshire, officers were sent down with a order from the Seoretary of State, and he was accordingly brought
back, and replaced in Newgate, where he made the following Confession to Mr. Cope, the Governor,

¢ I was led into bad company by drunkenness, and peglect of tm-enls when yonng. I became a aweep, and asso-
ciated with thieves, to whom I was uséful in consequence of my knowledge of climbing. I once stole a child from
Bethnalgreen Workhouse, and sold it to be made a sweep. I at one time, descended throagh a ¢himney into a sick
geuntleman's chamber, where, seeing a watch on the table, I took it up, and told the man I should come for him after-

wards ; I then went up thechimney again,and the poor invalid was so terrified, that he fainted away, and remained
so for 4 hours. E
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THE FOLLOWING I35 4 COPY OF HI3 PETITION.

To the King's most excellent Majest

. dlay it please your Mﬂjesly.—-—-l, the undersigned, one of your unfortunate subjects, now incarcer-
ated in Newgate under sentenceof Death, was led into erime by neglect of my parents in my infaocy, and not through
any depraved will of my own. I humbly beseech your Majesty to have compassion on me, and look over my lateat-
tcmlpl: to escape the ends of justice ; and, althougl' [ eannot expect such a depraved wretch as T am, who has so dar-
ingly broken the laws of my country, and justly cenvicted, to receive a pardon, yet I most humbly cra ve your Royal
mercy, to comute my sentencé to Transpertation; and whereyer [ am sent, I will answer to atoue to G od, and live a
better life hereafter—~And, as in duly bound, your Majesty’s Petitioner, will ever pray.

WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, i

QIICK, Printer; Bowling Gresa Lans, Clorkenweil

Newgate, Aug, 22, 1836.
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