HORRID MURDER
Which Wﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂ[illitféd on Thursday, MAY, 1838, at

Twyford, near Reading, by Henry Thompson, on

the body of Mary Stevenson, and her infant Child.

We have to lay before the public an aceount of one of the most cold-blosded mur-
ders that ever stained the history of this country. The prineipal actor iu this tragic
scene is Henry Thompson, a young man above 20 vears of age, residing at Twyford,
near Reading. [t seems he, for a long time, had paid his addresses to Mary
Stevenson, of the same village, until she unfortunately proved with child, and being
near her time, she pressed him to marey her ; when he invited her to take a wall tn
a place called Lonz Grove, on pretence of fixing the day for their marriage, and «fter
walking up and down for some time, he seized her by the breast, he havins provided
hims«t‘]?wit'- a sharp knife, and plunged it into het heart, and, while she wis weltering
in her blood, she was delivered of a fine boy. The infatuated voung man eut the
infant’s throat immediately and when he went home to his ared mother, e asked if
she had seen Mary, 1is mother perceiving soime blood on his clothes ; and together
with his agitated appearance, she told him she was afvatd he had done something amiss,
when he immediately fell down on his knees before his mother, and confessed that he
had murdered Mary, and her infant. He was immediately taken into custody.  The
coroner, an’ a respectable jury, sat over the bodies, and shortly affer returned a ver-
diet of * Willul Murder azainst Henry Thompson,” who was immadintely committed,
on the coroner’s warrant to Reading Gaol to take his trial at Assizes.
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