Clean the wallpaper
with stale bread
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THE New Year is tradition-
ally the time for turning over
a new leaf, planning to look
after the pennies and gener-
ally taking a more disci-
plined view of one:
finances. But it is all too easy
to go over the top, as the fol-
lowing examples amply
demonstrate.

Magazines such as The
Penny Pincher and a raft of
columnists vie to provide
money-savings tips in every
‘area of life.

There is nothing wrong
Wwith that and no doubt many
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people find their help both
useful and practical. It has to
be said, however, that the
advice on offér does some
times seem to inhabit a
parallel universe to our own,
entirely untroubled by the
demands of real life.

Take, for example, The
Penny er's recent arti-,
cle on ‘30 Uses for Old
Jeans"

Among its suggestions are:
stuffing your laundry into
the legs of an old pair of
jeans before heading for the
launderette; cutting them
into strips “to make rope'’;
and using bits of denim to

the soles of vour

“Cover a wastepaper basket
with a jean leg.” Why?
Dig a little into the past,

and the tips on offer become
even more surreal
example, Hilary
10 ¢ i
despite its Victorian tone,
was published in 1981

he has the followin
for those furnishin
homes on a b
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I rather doubt if Hila
orange boxes ta
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While vo# are
market, you may also w
keep an eye out for
bread, as suggested in M

as

seems, is an excellent aid to
cleaning the wallpaper

Mary, wMo must surely be
related to Hilary, suggests
“Take part of a loaf of very

ead and rub the wall
§ downwards. Do an
arm’s length at once, then
begin the next piece rather
over where the first
ended, so as to leave no
blank line in between, After-
wards wipe with a clean
fowel.”

Peckish after
effort? Mary can he
too. Just spak your §
and, by now, filthy -
cold milk and water, r
and “‘it will come out much
fresher”

Mary was writing around
the turn of the century, For a
handy tip on how to prepare
vour revitalised bread, we
must return to 1981 and
Household Hints. Hilary has
been pondering the vexed
question of how econo
cally to prepare three
of toast when your
only big x'x'xmn’,h for two

Naturally;, she has
answer: “‘Save time and fuel
by grilling as follows (1, :
and re the pieces of toast;
A and B are the two sides)
1A, 2A; 3A, 1B; 2B 3B. This
may sound complicated but
itisn't.”

I hate to rain on Hilary’'
parade here, But, if life is —
as Katherine
once remarked in the fo
word to Shirley Corfran’s
1970s mouldbreaker
woman — too short to stuff a
mushroom, it is certainly too
short to embark on making
toast by a method requiring
higher mathem S
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