TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE T, & /Pld

TRIAL AND EXECUTION

MARTHA BROWNING,

Who was Executed this Morn

FOR THE

ing, before the Debtors’ Door, Old Bailey,

WILFUL MURDER OF £LIZABETH MUNDELL.

At an early hour this moming
the Rov, Chaplin visited the
wratchsd woman, and remain.
ed with her uot the last
momantsof her earthly career
Precisely at 10 minutes be.
fore 8 o'dock the prison bell
commenced totall At that
tima the whole of (he vacant
ground in the front of the
goal andsear to itwas literal-
ly studded with buman beings,
many of whom had been
waiting many hours to wit.
pess the awful scens. o

Trial and Execution of
MARTHA BROWNING.

———

At the Cntral Griminal Court on Wednssday,
Marths Browning aged 23, was indicted for the
wilful murder of Elizabeth Mundali, by strangling
and guflecating ber.

<As soon as the Judges had taking their seatson
the bench, ut 10 o'clock the prisonee pleaded “Not
Guiley”, She bowed rearoc:luily to the baach,
and sppeared perfectly calm and collected.

Tt appented that the prisoner was lodging with
decensed in Providence Place, Brewers” Green,
Waostminsier, and that on the 1st of Decembar,
about cight in the morning, she weot to the hosse
of deccassd’s daughter, and told her that Mrs,

. Mundell was very 1ll, and bad a 81, and wished her
to go and wee her direcily, She told her that her
mother bad ealled out murder. Ou the daughter,
whose rame was Gaize, going io her, she found
her lyisg on ber back with her head resting en o
hox, apd in her mi t eclothes. Sho bod a thick
cord reund  her neck, and was quite dead.  Amis.
tanee wis procured, but was found of no avail. A
enrone's inguesl was lield an the body the same
iight, snd a vérdict of Temporary Insanily was

caturned, ‘The prisoner subsequently offered 10

fend Mre. Guaize some money, and said she  would
ot change of a £5 nolg sho had saved ip_service,
E!luwtnl 1o & public-havse, bul returned immediale-
‘v, said that she hod been played a trick, nnd had
.ceived n Bank of Elegance note insend of a Bank
Cagland,  She showed the note Lo Mrs Ga'ze, who
cognited it s having belonged o her moiber,
i1, howevar, did ot hint her tuspiciou to 1he pris.
oery bul naked her where she’ had received il, and
“' replied in Bedford-street. Mrs Gaiza's husband
who was Jpreseni at the lime, asked ber 10 goand
Wiow bm the boose, which she efiered Lo gn, snd
they started for that purpase, They bad not gove
‘ur, however, before the prisener stiempied w go
sack, bet Brding that Caize wauld net allow it, ihe
{1 inko his arme saying, * [ can keep it no longer;
nurdered the old woman and deprived your wife
.o moher,” She was immedialely given inlo
stody, It was proved by n surgoon thal the
rceased counld sot bave committed tho act hemelf,
ad br, Clarkson having addressed the jury forthe
tigocer, they, after consulting for sbout » half sm
wur, rlnrned s verdict of Guiliy,

Mr, Harker, the usher of the Court, then mads
wspal proclamation for silence, and the Learned
Judges baving put on-iheir blnck caps, Mr. Justico
Patieson proceeded lo passod sentence of dieath
upen the prisoner.

The Lordship e2id that afier a very long, pain-
ful and patient inquiry, the Jury had come to the
conclusion that she was guiliy of the charge of mur-
der of which she was aceused, She had' had the
advantages of n Learned Counsl, who had urged
every topic in hier beball that was likely either to
induce the Jury 1o believe that she wns innocent, or
that the evidence fur the preseculion was insuf.
cieal, and the Jury, afler a fuoll inquiry, had felt
that the facis which had been digclosed were quite
incompatible witle her innocence. The Learned
Judge entirely coneurred jn the verdict, and did nat
catertain the slighlest doubt thal she was ilty of
this foul murder. 1t would appear, that while re-
siding with the dsceared, she becnme impressed
with the idea thut she was possesved of moncy, and
it was very probable that in the Brst instance her
qnhy mtention was (o possess herell of that moocy,
and this hed blimately Jed 1o her killing the de-
cemsed in a most crued and deliberate manner. e
was indaced to believe, from her own slalemenis,
that the weight of the crime loid heavily upon her
winel, nmid that she had already probably turned to
ihe Almighty and sought forgiveness ; but ifshe had
not done so, be entreated her Lo make the best uso
of the short time that ren sined 1o ber en this enrth
fur hat purpose, Har life, by ke law of ke land,
was forfeited, and the crime was of such a nature sod
vas eommiited under sach circumstnnces, o8 pre-
cluded him from holding out to her the slighest hope
thet the law would not be allowed to Inke il
coursw,  He therefore exhoried her Lo make her
peace with Giod, and to obiain that werey from him
wliich conld not be granted hy an earthly tribussl.
His Lordship concluded by passing senlence i
vsoal form. .

-

The prisoner was then ssked formally, whetber
bad any thing to urge in arrest (o judgement, the
ohiect being for her Lo state whetber 8he was in the
family-wiy or not.

Upon this being explained to bery she m'd, 1
am not Guilly.”

One of the female lurnkeys thew explained ihe
maller to ber, and said gs it appeared that there
was ne ground for an arrest o judgement, the
scnlence was recorded, und the prisoner was re-
moved from the bar.

Sharp, Prigter, 30, Keul Sueet, Boreugh,

Aboul 8 o"clock the moara-
procemion reached the top
of the gallows, led by ths
chaplin, who read in a most
impressive manner tha burials
servies, the wretched woman
Browning followed, with her
gyes  tarfed  heavenwards,
but we were nnable to hear
whether or not she respended
ie the prayers.

. In the courss of a few
minutes all the preliminaries
being finished the fatal bolt
was drawn asunder, and the
wrelched woman was sent
hence inlo elernity. The body
having hung the usual tlime
waa cut down jand faken in-
side the gﬁuf.l i L

A COPY OF YERSES

Good people all altene in time,

While I relate my awful crime,

The murdering of a_ female I will unfold,
0! God have mercy on my soul,

Martha Browning ias my mamo, '

I’ve brought myself to death and shame,
By murdering of a female you shall seo,
W ho was both geod aod kind to me.

I do coofess I doce the deed,

Wounld make the stoulest heart to bleed,
Io Brewer st. W eslminster, it is well knows,
Where | this deed of bleed have done.

In service I have speot my days,

And now am only.in my prime,

Being out of service aud in misery,

No home nor friends to shelter mo.

The poor sld creature took me home,
Aud psrmissiongave me to her room, (food
She shared with me her room and gave me,
Which | returoed with ingratitade.

What Devil tempted me to sin,

When she so kind to me had begn,

With the blackest ingratitade 1 did repay,
And murdered her in a cruel way,

I saw some bank notesshe possessed,

W hen murderjestered in my breast,

For the pake of her money I do aver,

1 with & rope did strangle her.

She struggled hard Ler life to mve,

No marcy | my vietim gave,

For a Bank of Elegance note I own,

This cruel deed of blood I've done.

1 with the corpse all night did lay,

And passed thatawfvl pight away,

“Then lifted the body on the box with care,
That suicide it might appear.

And troe indeed [ might he free.

But the eye of God was fixed on me,

Mo peace but eomfortless I did remain,

Till I conlossed this deed of shame.

On Monday next I'm desmed to die,

1 deserve my fate no mercy's ntgh,

Fer mordering of a femalo cruelly,

0! Let my end s warning be.

Farewell dear fricuds don't mourn nor grieve
That 1 this world so soon shall leave.

When my wretched body grim death entolds
Then God receive my guilty soul




